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Why Trump 
lashed out 
at Saudis 
over Yemen 


‘Spontaneous’ decision 
may have prompted halt 
to devastating blockade 


BY Missy RYAN 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


President Trump’s public re- 
buke of Saudi Arabia this month 
for its role in the conflict in 
Yemen was an impromptu move 
quickly set in motion after intelli- 
gence officials presented him 
with images of the deepening 
humanitarian crisis there, offi- 
cials said. 

In astrongly worded statement 
that surprised foreign diplomats 
and even key figures in his admin- 
istration, Trump called on Saudi 
Arabia to allow food and supplies 
to reach “the Yemeni people who 
desperately need it.” 

“This must be done for human- 
itarian reasons immediately,” he 
said. 

The Dec. 6 statement marked a 
striking departure for a president 
who has shown unflinching sup- 
port for the kingdom’s leadership. 
Administration officials say it 
was instrumental in Saudi Ara- 
bia’s decision to temporarily sus- 
pend its blockade of the Red Sea 
port of Hodeida, though critics 
question how much the move will 
ease the suffering in Yemen’s 
nearly three-year-old war. 

The episode also highlights the 
powerful role that depictions of 
civilian suffering overseas have 
had in stirring a president who 
took office with a clear domestic 
focus and little foreign policy 
experience. Sometimes they have 
triggered sudden, consequential 
responses from the president. 

In April, Trump decided to 
launch Tomahawk missiles at a 
Syrian air base after televised 
images of victims of a chemical 
weapons attack, including lifeless 
children, had what he said was a 
“big impact” on him. It was the 
first direct U.S. assault on the 
government of President Bashar 
al-Assad in that country’s civil 
war, a seeming break with the 

YEMEN CONTINUED ON A2 


More changes at White House? 
A staff overhaul is planned ahead 
of political challenges in 2018. A4 


A U.S.-backed plan was supposed to help fix Mexico’s justice system. 
It has resulted in chaos. 


LAW AND DISORDER 


One morning in this grim farming town, By JOSHUA courtroom earlier this month. “Today, you 
a Mexican judge who carries a rubber-bul- PARTLOW have recovered your freedom.” 
let gun for protection strode into his The scene playing out in this new 
courtroom to consider the matter of the PuHotTos By one-room courthouse represents a radical 
11-inch knife. MICHAEL departure from the old Mexican traditions 


Slumped at the defendant’s table was ROBINSON CHAVEZ of law and order. 


David Ramos, a day laborer charged with 
attempted homicide for participating in a 
drunken knife fight. Ramos had already 
spent 16 days in jail. But Judge Juan 
Antonio Rubio Gutiérrez had discovered a 
glaring irregularity. 


IN OCOTLAN, MEXICO 


Mexico is completing its first full year of 
a new accusatory justice system, following 
the most profound overhaul of its legal 
structure in a century. The most visible 
sign of the transformation is public trials 
instead of a secretive process involving 


In the initial paperwork, no one men- Friends and family written arguments. But the changes go far 
tioned where police found the plastic-han- of Luz Margarita deeper. Both Mexican and U.S. officials 
dled blade. When the point had been Ramirez Gallardo, have described the system as crucial to 
raised, the missing information suddenly who was found restoring order to a country torn apart by 
appeared in a new shade of blue ink. Rubio murdered in her drug violence. 

Gutiérrez decided that the information van, mourn her in So far, the results have been chaos. 
was dubious and that the defendant could Guadalajara, Bickering and confusion reign at each 


walk. 
“Procedurally speaking, a knife no lon- 
ger exists,’ the judge told Ramos in the 


link in the legal chain. Police complain of 
hours lost on laborious forms; prosecutors 
MEXICO CONTINUED ON A8 


Mexico, on Dec. 8. 


California towns scramble to prepare 
for legal marijuana starting Jan. 1 


‘Cannabis will be everywhere’ 


BY SCOTT WILSON 
IN NIPTON, CALIF. 


California, where a two-lane 

road and the rail tracks cross, 
sits a cluster of buildings that 
date to the turn of the last 
century. 

There is a small hotel, a 10- 
table restaurant, a general store. 
A backhoe kicked up tan dust 
amid the sheds and trailers 
where about 30 people live. 

Once a thriving gold-mining 
town, Nipton is now an experi- 
ment. 

The nation’s largest publicly 
traded marijuana company, 
American Green, recently 
bought the town for $5 million, 
with plans to develop a 
“cannabis-driven” resort on the 


| n the high desert of eastern 


edge of the Mojave. 

The investment represents the 
promise some see in an expand- 
ing marijuana economy once the 
drug, on Jan. 1, becomes legal for 
recreational use in the nation’s 
most-populous state. 

“This is the Hotel California,” 
said Stephen Shearin, a nomadic 
entrepreneur who manages the 
project here, reciting the lyrics of 
the Eagles song as he walked the 
site. 

The company will double the 
size of the five-room Hotel Nip- 
ton, and the Whistlestop Cafe is 
being redone. Camping will be 
encouraged, and Shearin said the 
company will add to the half- 
dozen tents on raised platforms 
already in place. 

The old schoolhouse will host 

CANNABIS CONTINUED ON A6 


MATT MCCLAIN/THE WASHINGTON POST 


The sun begins to set late last month in Bakersfield, Calif., in Kern County. Officials in the county voted 
to ban the sale of marijuana, while much of the rest of the state prepares for its legalization Jan. 1. 


‘Tax law 
to shift 

housing 
markets 


RISE IN HOME PRICES 
LIKELY TO SLOW 


With solid economy, drop 
in value is not expected 


BY KATHY ORTON 
AND AARON GREGG 


The steady increase in housing 
prices in many of the nation’s 
priciest markets, including the 
Washington region, is expected to 
slow in coming years, analysts 
say, as the Republican tax law 
begins to reshape a major part of 
the U.S. economy. 

For generations, the tax code 
has subsidized homeownership, 
particularly for people in the 
upper middle class and beyond. 
The Republican tax legislation, 
however, pushed in the opposite 
direction, scaling back subsidies 
once thought untouchable. 

To pay for other tax cuts ben- 
efiting individuals and corpora- 
tions, the GOP tax plan trims the 
mortgage interest deduction and 
property tax deduction, which 
combined allow some home- 
owners to take tens of thousands 
of dollars off their taxable in- 
come. 

The law allows interest to be 
deducted on mortgages only 
worth up to $750,000, instead of 
the previously existing $1 million 
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Markets 
kept rising 
despite 
chaotic year 


BY JONATHAN O’CONNELL, 
RENAE MERLE AND 
AARON GREGG 


For politics, global relations 
and the climate, 2017 was a year 
of turmoil. Partisan divisions in 
Washington, escalating threats 
from North Korea and historic 
natural disasters left many Amer- 
icans hoping they’ll be dealt a 
better hand in the coming year. 

But on Wall Street, everything 
came up aces. 


Seemingly 2 D % 
indifferent to (0) 


the chaos and Dow's rise 
belying many in 2017 
experts’ predic- 

tions, stock markets had their 
best year since 2013, with the 
closely watched Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average ending 2017 up a 
staggering 25 percent. 

The steady rise has generated 
trillions in gains for investors as 
Wall Street banked on strong 
corporate profits, global eco- 
nomic strength and Republican 
efforts — led by President Trump 
— to cut business taxes and curb 
regulations. 

Many analysts say it is unlikely 
that 2018 will match this year’s 
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A lagging federal minimum wage 
As states ready for raises, the U.S. 
rate has been flat since 2009. A12 
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<< The Year of Living «< Big laughs Between a ESTATE i 

ai ses ee you in the new year 
Deliriously Dave Barry looks politics, scandals and pop The Real Estate section is taking a 
back at the Category 5 culture, the hosts of late- holiday this week but will return to 


weirdness that was 2017, 

a year that left us wondering 
what was really real, 

from North Korea to the 
eclipse to fidget spinners. 
Magazine 

Taking a holiday The Travel 
section is off this week but 
will return next Sunday. 


night TV had no shortage of 
material from which to 
choose this year. Their 
writers pick some favorite 
moments. Arts & Style 


its regular publishing schedule 
next week. 


THE NATION 

Child started Bronx fire 
The 3-year-old boy was playing with 
a stove and accidentally started a 
blaze that officials called the 
deadliest in New York City in more 
than 25 years. A3 
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